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A new world organization brings to ether 


some 240 national educator unions and associations 
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Teachers’ Unions (IFFTU) to form the 
new organization. 

Kraemer reports that both 
organizations overwhelmingly 
approved the agreement to unite. 

“The newly merged EI, as it is 
nicknamed, should be able to increase 
the scope of services on behalf of 
teacher unionists worldwide and, in 


a vacher and education 
employee leaders from over 
120 nalions met in 
Stockholm last month to 
creule a new world organization that 
will represent more than 20 million 
school, college, and university faculty 
and staff. 

The new organization—the 
Education International—brings 
together some 240 national educator 
unions and professional associations 
from Anguilla to Zimbabwe. 

The first president of the Education 
International is Mary Hatwood Futrell, 
the former president of NE.\. NEA's 
current president, Keith Guiger, sits on 
the new organization’s initial 
exuculive board. 

“The new Education International 
will spotlight the obstadclas to quality 
education whurever and whenever 
they appear,” says Geiger, who led a 
76-person NEA delegation to the 
organization's founding congress, 


said. “Literacy drives and social and 
political reform appear high on the 
new group's action item agenda.” 


Advocate for justice 


founding Congress that Education 
International will be a forceful 
advocate for social and economic 
justice. 

“We cannot be silent while our 
planet is home to one soldier per 43 
peoply and to one doctor per 1.030 
people, while more than 900 million 
adults are illiterate, two-thirds of them 
women, while governments around 
the globe seek to escape the results of 
their own foolish fiscal priorities by 
advocating the privatization of 
vducation,” she said. 

The new Education International, 
added Futrell, will work to “repel the 
lrontal assaults that have been leveled 
against teacher trade unions.” 


Increased scope 


NJEA President Betty Kraemer was 
dnong representatives of NEA 
alfiliates who came together with 
other educators to dissolve the World 
Confederation of Teaching 
Profussionals (WCOTP) and the 
International Federation of Free 


particular, to developing nations, “ she 


Futrell stressed in her address to the 
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“This must be among our foremost 
priorities,” said Futrell, noting the 
many leacher trade union leaders who 
have been tortured and murdered over 
recent years. “Until we are free, we 
will not be able to free’our students 
from the conditions that stifle their 
potential.” 


Teacher empowerment 

EI will strive to help teachers take a 
leadership role in the worldwide 
education reform movement, noted the 
organization's first secretary general, 
Fred Van Leeuwen, in his address to 
the Stockholm Founding Congress. 

The organization, Van Leeuwen 
added, will devote special attention to 
the classroom struggle against the 
rising lide of intolerance in the world. 
EI will work “to define effective 
educational strategies that can help 
wipe out racism, anti-Semitism. and 
xenophobia.” 

Intolerance and ancient inter-ethnic 
hatreds are fueled by widespread 
poverty, unemployment, and fear for 
the future, pointed out Robert Harris, 
El's executive director of international 


affairs, in his remarks to the Congress. 


“The time has come to turn back the 


lide,” said Harris, “to confront the gap 
between the rhetoric of the world's 
leaders and their economic policies.” 


